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	 John	Hemming’s	monumental	history	of	indigenous	peoples	in	Brazil	began	
with	the	celebrated	first	volume	Red Gold: The Conquest of the Brazilian Indians,	
which	detailed	the	tragic	consequences	of	the	European	discovery	of	South	
America	up	to	the	expulsion	of	the	Jesuits	in	1790.	Then,	in	Amazon Frontier: 















from	mining	 and	 logging	 to	 constitutional	 definitions	 of	 “Indian-ness.”	
Centralizing	the	role	of	the	SPI—and	later	of	the	National	Indian	Foundation	
(FUNAI)—gives	Hemming	a	framework	for	presenting	both	the	history	of	
Brazil’s	 Indians	 since	 1910	 and	 the	 history	 of	 public	 policies	 and	 popular	
attitudes	regarding	Indians.
	 Hemming’s	 survey	 of	 indigenous	 history	 is	 exhaustively	 geographic,	
organized	regionally	to	cover	all	of	the	major	areas	of	Brazil.		In	each	of	these	
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areas—the	Kaingang	and	Guarani	region	in	southern	Brazil;	the	Xingu,	with	
its	largely	successful	struggle	to	forge	a	peaceful	refuge	or	sanctuary;	the	Ticuna	






























	 Hemming	himself	 appears	 from	 time	 to	 time	 in	 this	 account,	 in	 both	




academic	histories	such	as	Gomes’s	The Indians and Brazil	(2000).		When	I	saw	
John	Hemming	in	Miami	at	the	SALSA	conference	there	several	years	ago,	
I	urged	him	to	devote	his	next	book	project	to	compiling	and	publishing	his	
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